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Co-Founders’ Message 
 

May 1, 2014 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 

ince the establishment of the Disabled Veterans’ Memorial Life Foundation in 1998, each year has 

been a significant one, but it’s with great pride and a tremendous sense of accomplishment that 

we can say 2013 was the watershed year for the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial. 

 

All our hopes and dreams truly came together this past year as the Memorial began to take shape, 

literally, before our eyes. Every mound of dirt that was pushed away -- in rain or snow or freezing 

temperatures -- was to us a vision of color and beauty bringing us one day closer to our dedication 

weekend, scheduled for the first weekend of October 2014. 

 

Since our annual letter last year, the Memorial has begun to take shape according to our carefully laid 

plans – and an ambitious construction schedule. Because all the design elements were already 

meticulously crafted during the past few years, putting the Memorial together has flowed smoothly… 

and right on time.  

 

We invite you to take a look for yourself on our new website, www.avdlm.org, which was completely 

redesigned this past year. One of the most exciting features of the new website is a time-lapse video that 

showcases monthly progress of the Memorial’s construction. Be sure to check back every month as the 

video is updated. 

 

At this exciting juncture in our years-long journey, it is with deeply felt gratitude that we thank you, our 

most dedicated supporters, for your loyalty and belief in our mission. Soon, we all will have a special 

place to properly honor and thank those brave soldiers who have sacrificed beyond measure.  

 

On Sunday, October 5, 2014, please join us to dedicate the nation’s first and only permanent tribute to 

disabled veterans, the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Lois Pope    Arthur H. Wilson 

Co-Founder and Chair   Co-Founder and President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.avdlm.org/


 
 

 

Dedication Ceremony 

October 5, 2014 – 11 a.m. 

 lease join us for the momentous ceremony when the American Veterans Disabled for Life    

 Memorial will be dedicated and delivered to the American people. 

Location 

On the Memorial site, 150 Washington Ave., SW (Washington Ave. & Second St. SW). 

Registration Information 

This event is free and open to the public. There is no assigned general seating. A maximum of 4 guests 

can be registered at one time. NOTE: each registrant must have a unique name – multiple registrations in 

the same name will be cancelled. Registrations will be accepted until event capacity is reached. To 

register for the Dedication Ceremony click here. 

Host Hotel Information 

The Renaissance Washington, D.C. Downtown Hotel by Marriott will serve as the host hotel for the 

dedication event with a special rate of $99 per night (single or double occupancy). The special rate is valid 

for the nights of October 3rd, 4th and 5th. The hotel is located at 999 Ninth Street, NW, Washington D.C. 

For the special dedication rate, contact the hotel at 202-898-9000 and mention "American Veterans 

Disabled for Life Memorial Room Block" or click here to make a reservation online. 

Hotel guests must also register for Dedication Ceremony tickets. 

Transportation 

Complimentary shuttle bus transportation to and from the Dedication Ceremony is available at the 

Renaissance Hotel, 999 Ninth Street NW. 

Information 

For more information on the Dedication Ceremony, visit www.avdlm.org/dedication.  

  

http://avdlm.eventbrite.com/
http://avdlm.eventbrite.com/
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/AVDLM14
http://www.avdlm.org/dedication


 
 

23 Down, 1 to Go 

  



 
 

New Website Launch 
 

 saw a fresh and invigorated new website launch to not only showcase the history 

of the Memorial, but also to provide in-depth background of every Memorial 

design element -- from the bronze sculptures to the poignant, etched-glass 

photographic panels, to the star-shaped fountain and reflecting pool, to the landscape design.  

 

The new site includes a “virtual” tour of the construction progress, with time-lapse photos taken from 

above the Memorial site. Each month adds new photos to display the most current construction 

accomplishments. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

sing the latest computer technology, the new website includes a separate web page with the many 

details of our long-anticipated Memorial Dedication weekend. In this section, titled “Dedication 

Info,” visitors to the site will find web-links for reservations at our host hotel, The Renaissance 

Washington, D.C. Downtown Hotel by Marriott, and a separate link to order free Dedication Ceremony 

tickets. Information on parking and complimentary shuttle bus transportation to the Dedication Ceremony is 

also listed. As the schedule evolves over the summer, the website will continue to be updated, so visitors are 

encouraged to check back from time to time for the latest news and information on the Memorial.  

 

 

 



 
 

Turning the Vision into Reality 
 

Shalom Baranes Associates 

 
ith its ceremonial flame, reflecting pool, inscribed glass walls, bronze sculptural panels, and 

natural arboreal grove, the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial is an evocative and 

engaging design that will resonate with visitors from all walks of life.  But turning Michael 

Vergason's visionary concept into the detailed plans and documents necessary to construct the Memorial 

is a challenging task. 

 

Washington, DC, architectural firm Shalom Baranes Associates became involved in the Memorial project 

following the development and approval of the initial design work. In fact, Shalom Baranes Associates 

had to coordinate the design and engineering plans for two different projects, the 2.4-acre Memorial itself, 

as well as the adjoining utility and street work undertaken by the District of Columbia that delineates and 

defines the Memorial site.  

  

Although the Memorial site is relatively small in size, it incorporates a large number of utility services 

and systems. Therefore, the design and planning team includes graphic design, fountain, irrigation, 

lighting and flame apparatus consultants, as well as representatives from landscape architecture, 

structural, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and civil engineering firms. 

  

Coordinating their efforts was a task well suited to the award-winning, 150-person architectural firm, 

which is known worldwide for its expertise in governmental, commercial, residential and institutional 

design. Established in 1981, Shalom Baranes Associates has played an integral part in shaping the 

development of the National Capitol Region and serves a national and international clientele. 

  

 



 
 

Vision to Reality 
 

Site Preparation 
 

 

n 2013, site preparation continued in earnest as the land was prepared, utilities were re-routed and 

C Street was permanently closed to make way for the Memorial elements to be installed.  

 

 

 



 
 

Interpretive Content  
 

Quotations 

Cloud Gehshan Associates, Philadelphia, PA 

History Associates, Rockville, MD 

 
Etched Glass Panels 

Savoy Studios, Portland, OR 

 

rom the Revolutionary War to the present day, disabled American veterans have told powerful 

stories about their experiences. Compelling quotations and photographs form the emotionally 

moving interpretive content for the Memorial. 

From a matrix of 700 stories developed by History 

Associates, 18 moving sentiments and seven 

photographs were selected by the Foundation to 

chronicle the disabled veteran’s journey – the call to 

duty and pride in service, the trauma of injury, the 

challenge of healing, and the re-discovery of 

purpose.  

Cloud Gehshan Associates was engaged to create 

the most meaningful presentation of quotations 

and photographs within the Memorial’s glass and 

granite.   

 

 

 ne of the most challenging aspects of the American  

 Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial is fabricating the 48  

 laminated glass panels that will display the soldiers' 

stories. The quotations and photographic scenes that tell the 

disabled veteran’s journey are being etched into oversize 

48x103-inch panels, which will form three walls at the site. 

  
It takes up to two weeks to fabricate each panel, which has five 

layers of glass, is four inches thick and weighs approximately 1,700 pounds.  Each panel has to be able to 

withstand hurricane-force winds without bending, breaking or leaning.   

  

Pittsburgh-based PPG Industries provided the sheets of 3/4 inch-thick Starphire® glass, which is also 

used in the Apache helicopter, B-2 bomber and a new mine-resistant personnel vehicle.  The process 

begins with etching the quotations and illustrations on the inside and outside faces of the glass sheets.   

 

The next step is laminating the five separate sheets of glass together to create an entire panel. Once the 

lamination has been completed, Savoy Studios uses a computer-controlled waterjet to trim each panel to 

its finished 48” x 106” size.  

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Bronze Sculptures 
 

Larry Kirkland, Washington, D.C.  

rom the Walla Walla Foundry in southeastern Washington, sculptor Larry Kirkland worked with a 

team of artisans to give shape to the four large bronze silhouette sculptures at the heart of the 

Memorial’s meaningful tribute to our country’s servicemen. 

Kirkland meticulously crafted these icons through lost-wax casting, a 

practice that has been used by artists for thousands of years. The 

process involved a number of steps, from model-making to mold-

making, to a variety of techniques for applying the bronze, including 

pouring it into the wax or brushing it.  

Once all the wax molds were completed, Kirkland’s team cast them in 

bronze and applied the patina finish.  

The four sculptures compare and 

contrast the ideals – and realities – 

during the journey taken by all 

disabled veterans. Working 

together with images and text 

embedded in 48 glass panels, the 

silhouettes help interpret the 

challenges and feelings of the 

disabled veteran: call to duty and 

pride in service; trauma of injury; 

healing; and renewal of purpose.  

  

 
 
  

 



 
 

Star-Shaped Fountain & Reflecting Pool 

Fluidity Design Consultants, Los Angeles, CA 

 
 single ceremonial flame floating on a star-shaped reflecting pool forms the centerpiece of the 

American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.  The flame rests on a star-shaped fountain, just 

above a broad triangular reflecting pool, creating a platform that looks out to the Capitol.  The 

different heights of each pool allow 

them to be visually engaging for both 

standing and wheelchair-bound 

visitors. Meanwhile, the quiet flow 

of the water is a reminder of how 

disabled veterans, with patience, 

can overcome personal obstacles 

and find new meaning and purpose 

in their lives.  

  

The simplicity of the Memorial's 

design artfully conceals several 

carefully conceived engineering 

issues.  To begin with, the 

Memorial's two pools were 

designed to function independently, 

although visually they appear to be connected.  Both pools are constructed as monolithic forms of black 

granite with all piping and mechanical elements hidden below pedestal pavers. 

  

To enhance the simplicity of the Memorial, the reflecting pool was designed with an infinity edge, so a 

thin layer of water can continually flow smoothly and evenly over the three sides, before it is recycled 

back into the pool system at a perimeter grate.   

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 



 
 

Ceremonial Flame 

Technifex, Valencia, CA 

t the heart of the American Veterans 

Disabled for Life Memorial will be a 

ceremonial flame to honor the 

sacrifices of the nation's brave soldiers. It's a 

timeless and emotionally powerful way to pay 

tribute to America's disabled veterans.  

 

While the flame itself is a simple concept, the 

technology behind the scenes incorporates 

highly sophisticated control features, according 

to Technifex, the company that is designing, 

engineering and fabricating the complex 

stainless steel framework and electronically 

controlled flame system.   

 

For the Memorial’s ceremonial flame, Technifex 

designed a durable and secure system with an 

easy-to-operate control touchpad.  For example, 

the system has dual igniters to keep the flame 

burning even if one igniter goes out. A series of 

internal monitors will ensure a smooth flow of gas 

to the flame and quickly detect any potential leaks.  

In addition, the control system is tied into the 

Internet, allowing the Technifex team in California 

to provide remote troubleshooting services for the 

National Park Service, which will operate the 

flame system once the Memorial is dedicated.    

 

For the safety of children, adults and animals, 

Technifex designed a gas cut-off feature triggered by pressure pads built into the display’s stainless steel 

framework. Any weight put on the system will automatically stop the gas flow and turn off the flame.  

 
        

 



 
 

Landscape Design 

Michael Vergason Landscape Architects, Ltd., Alexandria, VA 

 
ith clear golden leaves that usually fall around Veteran's 

Day, maidenhair trees (ginkgo biloba) are an essential 

component of the American Veterans Disabled for Life 

Memorial.  Joining them in an urban "grove" around the central flame 

and fountain will be pond cypress trees (taxodium ascendens), as well 

as hedges and fragrant plants.  

 

Both the ginkgos and cypress trees represent survival under difficult 

circumstances, according to the designer Michael Vergason.   In 

designing the Memorial grove of 69 ginkgos and 23 cypress trees, 

Vergason took a close look at the practical factors as well.  

 

Since the Memorial will rest on top of the I-395 tunnel corridors with a 

major highway passing underneath, about 115,000 cubic feet of enriched 

soil will be brought to the site to support the trees and other plants. The 

soil will be three to seven feet thick, and watered with an underground 

drip irrigation system. While cypress trees can live under dry conditions, 

they prefer moister soil than the ginkgos. Therefore, the grove's soil foundation will include a damper 

area for the cypresses, with more drainage to dry the soil under the ginkgos.  

 

The urban grove – which makes up more than two-thirds of the 2.4-acre triangular site – includes clipped 

evergreen hedges that parallel the laminated glass panels whose inscribed words and illustrations tell the 

story of disabled American veterans. A lower level of plantings, including fragrant shrubs, will also be 

incorporated into the site, helping to block visitors' views of the highway to the south.  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 The Memorial in the News 

November 11, 2013 



 
 

 

 

 

    August 12, 2013 

 



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

August 13, 2013 

 



 
 

 

  

DVLMF Board members visit the site of The American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.  

Back row left to right: Diane Musselmann, Roberto Barrera, Art Wilson. Front row: Dennis Joyner.  

Not pictured: Lois Pope, Gene Murphy, Allen Kent. 

 



 
 

The Memorial Design & Construction Team 

 

Design 
 

Project Architect 

Shalom Baranes Associates 

 

Designer 

Michael Vergason Landscape Architects 

 

Environmental Graphic Design 

Cloud Gehshan Associates 

 

Ceremonial Flame 

Technifex 

 

Fountain 

Fluidity Design Consultants 

 

Bronze Sculptures 

Larry Kirkland 

Walla Walla Foundry 

Glass Panels 

Savoy Studios  

 

Glass Engineer 

Eckersley O’Callaghan 

 

Granite 

North Carolina Granite  

 

Lighting 

Claude R. Engle 

 

Civil & Structural Engineering 

RK&K-Rummel Klepper & Kahl 

 

M.E.P. 

WSP Flack + Kurtz 

 

 

Construction 
 

General Contractor  

Turner Construction Company 

 

Construction Managers 

The Temple Group 

 

Electrical Contractor 

PerLectric 

 

Glass Panel Installation 

Engineering Products 

Tidewater Glazing 

 

Stone Assemblies 

Lorton Stone 

 

Civil & Structural Engineering 

Meyer Consulting Engineering 

 

Steel Installation 

TLP Steel Erectors 

 

Landscaping 

Heritage Landscaping 

DeepRoot Green Infrastructure 

 

Water Features 

BF Joy 

Specialty Pool & Fountain 

High Purity System 

 

Waterproofing 

Stillwater Construction Group 

 

Structural Foundations 

LEVELIFT System 

 

 

Surveyor 

Land Design Consultants 

 

Painting 

Knight Solution 

 

Concrete & Paving 

Samper Fi 

L.A. Howard Construction 

Ft. Myer Construction 

 

Stone Carving 

The John Stevens Shop 

Nicholas Benson 

 

Photography 

Latoff & Company 

Sisson Studios 



 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Lois Pope 

Co-Founder and Chairman 

 

A prominent philanthropist, Lois Pope, who conceived the idea of a national memorial for disabled 

veterans, joined forces with DAV National Adjutant Arthur H. Wilson and the late Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs Jesse Brown to create the Disabled Veterans’ Life Memorial Foundation in 1998 and has worked 

tirelessly to complete its mission. 

  

Her efforts also support medical research, scholarships, summer camp programs, humanitarian  relief, 

performing arts and animal welfare for organizations as diverse as Unsung Hero Scholarships, 

Guatemala Water Project, The Lois Pope LIFE Center, International Achievement Award, Sudan 

Genocide Response Team, Ambulances for MDA, Lois Pope Pet Mobile, and The Cedars of Marin.  

 

Mrs. Pope was recently elected to the Board of Directors of The American Humane Association and is 

also the founder and President of Leaders In Furthering Education (LIFE), a 501(c)(3) charity.   

 

Arthur H. Wilson 

Co-Founder and President 

 

Arthur H. Wilson, who served in Vietnam, the Philippines, Thailand, and Taiwan, is an outspoken 

advocate for the disabled and considers it his duty to ensure that the American public understands the 

sacrifices made by disabled veterans.   

 

Mr. Wilson served as the National Adjutant of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV), a 

congressionally-chartered, not-for-profit service organization that acts as the official voice of the nation’s 

wartime disabled veterans.  As the DAV's senior staff official, Mr. Wilson served as the organization's 

Chief Executive Officer and led the 650 member DAV staff, managing all operations of the association of 

wartime injured and ill veterans, one of America's largest and most respected charitable institutions.  

He began his career of serving disabled veterans with the DAV in 1966 and retired from active 

employment on June 1, 2013. Presently Mr. Wilson serves on the Board of Trustees of the Intrepid 

Museum Foundation.  Also, he is President of the DAV National Service Foundation and the Disabled 

Veterans’ Life Memorial Foundation. 

 

Gene A. Murphy 

Treasurer 

 

Gene Murphy was paralyzed in 1969 by two gunshots to his right side while serving as an Army sergeant 

in Vietnam and was awarded a Purple Heart and Bronze Star with V Device.  National Commander of 

the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) in 1987-88, he was named South Dakota's Handicapped Citizen 

of the Year in 1979. In 1984, Mr. Murphy was honored by the National DAV as the nation's Outstanding 

Disabled Veteran of the Year.  

 

He is a member of the Paralyzed Veterans of America, Military Order of The Purple Heart, Veterans of 

Foreign Wars (VFW), the American Legion and the South Dakota Veterans Council, for which he served 

as President in 1978-79.  He was elected to the Foundation Board in 1998.  



 
 

Dennis A. Joyner 

Secretary   

 

Dennis Joyner became a triple amputee after a land mine explosion while on patrol in Vietnam’s Mekong 

Delta in 1969.  He was awarded a Purple Heart and Bronze Star.   

 

He served as National Commander of the DAV in 1983-84, and currently serves as Secretary-Treasurer of 

the DAV National Service Foundation Board of Directors.  In 1977, President Reagan named him the 

nation's Handicapped American of the Year and he was also honored as DAV's National Outstanding 

Disabled Veteran of the Year.  He served as President of the DAV Vietnam Veterans National Memorial 

Corporation from 1986 to 1998.  

 

Mr. Joyner is a graduate of Robert Morris College in Pittsburgh.  He has served in administrative 

positions for the Westmoreland County Courts in Greensburg, Pennsylvania and in Seminole County, 

Florida.   He was elected to the Board in June 2008. 

 

Roberto “Bobby” Barrera 

Director 

 

Bobby Barrera was elected to the Board in 2013.  He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in February 1969 

and while serving in Vietnam, he was seriously burned when enemy forces exploded a 500-pound land 

mine beneath his armored personnel carrier. His military awards and decorations include the Purple 

Heart Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign Medal 

and Combat Action Ribbon.  In addition, Barrera is the recipient of DAV’s Outstanding Disabled Veteran 

of the Year for 1998; LIFE’s (Leaders in Furthering Education Foundation) Presidential Unsung Hero 

Award for 1998; Disabled Veteran of the Year for Texas in 1990 and 1998; and the Department of Defense 

Outstanding Employee with a Disability Award for 1997. 

 

Barrera was elected Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 1.2 million-member DAV at the 2010 

National Convention in Atlanta, Ga., and served one year as Chairman. He was also elected National 

Commander at the organization’s 2009 National Convention in Denver, CO.  

 

A native of Del Rio, Texas, Barrera earned his bachelor’s degree in psychology at St. Mary’s University 

and later, while teaching at Del Rio High School, earned a master of education degree in guidance and 

counseling at Sul Ross State University. He retired in 2004 and currently conducts motivational 

presentations for the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

 

 

Diane Musselmann 

Director 

 

Diane Musselmann brings a wealth of experience and a unique perspective as a caregiver to her late 

husband, Ken, who sacrificed his legs in Vietnam.  

 

Mrs. Musselmann is an effective and enthusiastic advocate for the rights of disabled veterans -- she 

knows that what happens on Capitol Hill and in State Houses across the country actually affects what 

happens at home.   

 



 
 

She is a graduate of California State University at Long Beach and has worked with special needs high 

school children for more than 20 years. She has held several offices with the Disabled American Veterans 

Auxiliary, is involved in her church and has played many roles in several civic organizations.  

 

She was elected to the Foundation Board in 2009, succeeding her late husband of 43 years, Ken 

Musselmann. 

 

 

Allen F. "Gunner" Kent 

Director  

 

Allen Kent was appointed adjutant general of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) in August 2005.  Prior 

to his appointment, he served as the Veterans Service Organization Liaison in the department of Veterans 

Affairs in Washington, D.C. from 1996 to 2005.   

 

Mr. Kent was on active duty with the U.S. Marine Corps from 1958 until 1982. During his military service, 

he received a Bronze Star with Combat V device, the Navy Commendation Medal, the Combat Action 

Ribbon, the Vietnam Service Medal with four stars, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, as well as 

several unit commendations, citations and foreign decorations.    

 

He is currently a life member of VFW Post 9972 in Sierra Vista, Arizona, and was selected Arizona’s 

“Young Vietnam Veteran of the Year” for 1979.  He was elected to the Foundation Board in September 

2008. 

  

Congressman Patrick Murphy (second from left) Visits the Construction Site on May 8, 2013 



 
 

In Memoriam  
Gordon H. Mansfield 

Director  

 

It is with great sadness that the Memorial’s friends and family mourn the death of our respected board 

member, Gordon H. Mansfield, who passed away on January 29, 2013. 

 

Mr. Mansfield served as Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs from 2005 to 2009 under President George 

W. Bush.  He previously served as VA Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs from 

2001 to 2004 and was Acting Secretary of Veterans Affairs from October to December 2007.    

 

Mr. Mansfield was a graduate of Villanova University and earned his law degree at the University of 

Miami School of Law. He served two tours of duty in Vietnam and sustained a spinal cord injury during 

the Tet Offensive of 1968.  He was decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross, the Bronze Star, two 

Purple Hearts, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and the Presidential Unit Citation.   

 

He was honored as the Outstanding Disabled Veteran of the Year at the 2006 national convention of the  

Disabled American Veterans. He was elected to the Foundation Board in January 2009. 

 

Kenneth G. Musselmann 

Director 

 

Everyone connected to DVLMF and the Memorial continues to mourn the passing of one of our Directors 

and friends, Kenneth Musselmann, who was elected to the Board in 1998. Mr. Musslemann lost both his 

legs to gunshot wounds and a land mine explosion in Vietnam.  He was DAV National Commander in 

1986-87 and was the Adjutant of the DAV Department of California from 1989 to 2008.  He held all 

elected officer positions in the DAV's Department of California, including that of State Commander, and 

was Chapter Commander of DAV Chapter 19 in Lakewood, California, where he was a life member.  Mr. 

Musselmann was selected California's Outstanding Disabled Veteran in1978 and the DAV recruiter of the 

year in 2006 for bringing 346 disabled veterans into membership of the DAV Department of California.  

He was awarded a Purple Heart and Bronze Star for his service to our country.   
 

Jesse Brown 

Co-Founder and Director 

 

Jesse Brown was a U.S. Marine who lost the use of his right arm after being wounded during Vietnam 

combat in 1965. Undeterred by his disability, he became a dedicated advocate for veterans and joined the 

professional staff of Disabled American Veterans (DAV) in 1967 after a lengthy recuperation from his 

combat wounds. Mr. Brown devoted a quarter of a century of his life to serving his fellow veterans as a 

National Service Officer with the DAV, rising rapidly through the organization's ranks. As Executive 

Director at the DAV's National Service and Legislative Headquarters in Washington, D.C., he became 

prominent in the policy-making circles of our nation's capital. He established an unchallenged reputation 

as the nation's foremost expert on veterans' benefits and programs. His outstanding achievements on 

behalf of veterans culminated in his appointment by President Clinton in 1993 as Secretary of the 

Department of Veterans Affairs. After leaving the VA in 1997 Mr. Brown served as the executive director 

of the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation.  



 
 

Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2013 
 

he Foundation maintained its sound financial position in 2013 with net assets of $11,745,825 at 

year end. Operating ratios continued at extraordinarily efficient levels in 2013 with 

Administrative and Fundraising costs at 2.4% of total expenses. With the commencement of on-

site construction, program expenses increased, as planned, to $4,895,051 in 2013. 
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Cash & Other, 

$176,162 

2013 Total Assets -- $12,711,536
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2013 Liabilities & Net Assets -- $12,711,536
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Coin, $160,302 

Individual, 

Corporate, 

Foundation & 

Events, $416,852 

Investments & 

Other, $27,717 

2013 Total Revenues -- $604,871

Coin Individual, Corporate, Foundation & Events Investments & Other

Administrative, 

$117,531 

Program & 

Condstruction,  

$2,789,913 

Bad Debt, 

$800,000 

Fundraising, 

$21,256 

2013 Total Expenses -- $5,833,838

Administrative Program Bad Debt Fundraising



 
 

Directors, Staff & Professional Advisors 
 

  
 

P.O. Box 66395, Washington D.C., 20035-6395 

Phone: 800-331-7590 

www.avdlm.org 
 

Board of Directors 

Lois Pope, Chairman 

Arthur H. Wilson, President 

Gene A. Murphy, Treasurer 

Dennis A. Joyner, Secretary 

Roberto “Bobby” Barrera, Director  

Allen F. “Gunner” Kent, Director 

Diane Musselmann, Director 

 

Hon. Jesse Brown, Director* 

Gordon H. Mansfield, Director* 

Kenneth G. Musselmann, Director* 

* In Memoriam 

 

 

Advisory Board 

Michael Powell 

Anthony J. Principi 

George Schaefer, Jr. 

George Reenstra 

Leo Albert* 

 

Executive Staff 

Rick Fenstermacher, Chief Executive Officer 

Barry Owenby, Project Executive 

Kelly Augustine, Event Coordinator 

 

National Spokesperson 

Gary Sinise 

 

Professional Advisors 

 

Audit & Tax 

Deloitte, LLP 

 

Legislation 

Downey McGrath Group**   

Legal 

Kirkland & Ellis, LLP** 

Norton Rose Fulbright** 

Erik Pelton & Associates PLLC** 

 

Marketing & Communications 

Dezenhall Resources, Ltd. 

The Murry Agency 

Lisa Treister Communications 

Triverden Creative 

** Pro Bono 

 

Cover photo from the Turner time-lapse camera positioned above the construction site. 

 

The Disabled Veterans’ Life Memorial Foundation, Inc., was formed in 1998 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization.  Donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.  This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider. 
 

© Disabled Veterans’ Life Memorial Foundation, Inc. 

All rights reserved.  Their Courage Endures, An Honor Earned and the star logo are trademarks of DVLMF. 

 

http://www.avdlm.org/


 
 

Donors 

 

ince its inception, the Disabled Veterans’ Life Memorial Foundation has been privileged to receive 

support from all across America – from single $1 bills to multi-million dollar gifts. As we approach 

our goal of the Memorial Dedication, we extend our heartfelt thanks to each and every donor. 

 

$10 Million + 

Disabled American Veterans1 (DAV) 

Lois Pope & The Lois Pope Life Foundation 

 

$3 Million + 

H. Ross Perot, Sr. & Perot Foundation 

 

$2 Million + 

Leaders In Furthering Education, Inc. (LIFE) 

Leo Albert 

 

$1 Million + 

AT&T 

Kirkland & Ellis, LLP2 

The Leo & Anne Albert Charitable Trust 

 

$750,000 + 

DAV Department of California  

 

$500,000 + 

Fifth Third Bank 

Ford Motor Company Fund 

State of Maryland 

 

$200,000+ 

Downey McGrath Group2 

Gary Sinise Charitable Foundation 

Norman & Irma Braman 

Peter Peterson/The New York Community  

     Trust 

TriWest Healthcare Alliance 

 

$100,000 + 

AMVETS Charities 

Conoco Philips 

DAV Department of Connecticut 

DAV Department of Florida 

FedEx Services 

Freeport McMoRan Copper & Gold Foundation 

Health Net Federal Services 

Military Order of Purple Heart Service 

     Foundation, Inc. 

Norton Rose Fulbright2 

Tiffany and Company 

VFW National 

 

$50,000 +  

Anonymous 

Bob and Suzy Pence 

DAV Department of New York 

DAV Department of North Carolina 

DAV Chapter 1 - OR 

DavCo Restaurants, Inc. 

Eugene Isenberg 

Humana Military Healthcare Services 

Monfort Family Foundation 

QTC Management, Inc. 

State of Iowa 

The Starr Foundation 

Wounded Warrior Project 

 
1. Including Departments, Chapters & Auxiliary Units 

2. Pro Bono 

  



 
 

2 Pro Bono 

$25,000 + 

Anonymous 

1345 Cleaning Service Co. 

Craig Irwin 

DAV Department of Missouri 

DAV Department of Texas 

DAV Department of Virginia 

DAV Chapter 6 - CA 

DAV Chapter 30 - LA 

DAV Chapter 2 - MO 

DAV Chapter 1 - OH 

David McIntyre 

Donald Trump 

Dornette Foundation 

Geico Philanthropic Foundation 

Montgomery & Larson, LLP 

Peter Quick 

The Penates Foundation 

Union Pacific Corporation 

 

$10,000 +  

Anonymous 
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Carson Tucker 

Catherine M. De Lacy 

Chad Butler 

Charles Ferguson 

Charles Lembke 

Charles Lunt 

Cheryl Critelli 

Chris Albin 

Christopher Rodgers 

Clara Gomez 

Clarissa King 

Cliff Weeks 

Clifford Nash 

Clyde Klostermann 

Colly Mears 

Curtis Holmes 

Daisy Perez 

Dale Ballinger 

Dan Klores Communications 

Daniel Fullmer 

Darby Haley 

DAV Department of Iowa 

DAV Department of Kentucky 

DAV Department of Maine 

DAV Department of Mississippi 

DAV Department of Oklahoma 

DAV Chapter 1 - AK 

DAV Chapter 6 - AK 

DAV Chapter 4 - AL 

DAV Chapter 14 - AZ 

DAV Chapter 24 - AZ 

DAV Chapter 101 - CA 

DAV Chapter 12 - CA 

DAV Chapter 125 - CA 

DAV Chapter 13 - CA 

DAV Chapter 144 - CA 

DAV Chapter 154 - CA 

DAV Chapter 31 - CA 

DAV Chapter 38 - CA 

DAV Chapter 48 - CA 

DAV Chapter 66 - CA 

DAV Chapter 12 - FL 

DAV Chapter 138 - FL 

DAV Chapter 90 - FL 

DAV Chapter 17 - IN 

DAV Chapter 28 - KS 

DAV Chapter 3 - KY 

DAV Chapter 29 - MA 

DAV Chapter 40 - MA 

DAV Chapter 33 - MD 

DAV Chapter 5 - MD 

DAV Chapter 1 - MN  

DAV Chapter 49 - MO 

DAV Chapter 11 - NC 

DAV Chapter 20 - NC 

DAV Chapter 21 - NC 

DAV Chapter 25 - NC 

DAV Chapter 26 - NC 

DAV Chapter 27 - NC 

DAV Chapter 37 - NC 

DAV Chapter 40 - NC 



 
 

DAV Chapter 83 - NC 

DAV Chapter 1 - ND 

DAV Chapter 31 - ND 

DAV Chapter 7 - NE 

DAV Chapter 16 - NJ 

DAV Chapter 41 - NJ 

DAV Chapter 44 - NJ 

DAV Chapter 1 - NV 

DAV Chapter 103 - OH 

DAV Chapter 13 - SD 

DAV Chapter 22 - TN 

DAV Chapter 1 - TX 

DAV Chapter 194 - TX 

DAV Chapter 42 - TX 

DAV Chapter 15 - VA 

DAV Chapter 2 - VA 

DAV Chapter 4 - VA 

DAV Chapter 22 - VT 

DAV Chapter 2 - WV 

DAVA Department of Arizona 

DAVA Unit 53 - IL 

DAVA Unit 2 - MO 

DAVA Unit 3 - SD 

Dave Shiple 

David Bestland 

David Canada 

David Hargreaves 

David Marion 

David McCauley 

David Miro 

David Skipworth 

David Ulrich 

David Warren 

David White 

Dean Taylor 

Diane Musselmann 

Dirk Duncan 

Dodie Gaines 

Dolores Brown 
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Ronald Booher 

Ronald Carey 

Ronald Catanzaro 

Ronald Davis 

Ronald Hughes 

Ronald Marmon 

Ronald Monell 

Ronald Nullet 

Ronald Osimo 

Ronald Tomeck 

Ronaldo Serrano 

Roney Soares 

Ronnie Kiesz 

Ronnie Line 

Rosa De Oca 

Rosalie Yap 

Rose Kurata 

Rosemary Wilkas 

Rosita Wolf 

Ross Rouse 

Roy Bradford 

Roy Cameron 

Roy Heavenston 

Roy Holley 

Roy Kouke 

Roy Lobdell 

Roy Yamauchi 



 
 

Ruby Astles 

Ruel Ordway 

Russell Locombo 

Russell Miller 

Russell Stull 

Russell Thompson 

Ruth Bardeen 

Ruth Isham 

Ruth McGrew 

Ruth Muston 

Ruth Palmer 

Ruth Schulman 

S. White 

Sally Larsh 

Sally McInnes 

Salvador Sandoval 

Sam Armbruster 

Sam Ieronimo 

Sammy Hinkle 

Samuel Macenczak 

Samuel Nutile 

Samuel Polischuk 

Samuel Sasso 

Sandi Studdert 

Sandra Adducci 

Sandra Ulsh 

Santi Ranno 

Saturnino Ortega 

Saul Meza 

Saul Pina 

Scholastic Transport 

Scott & Leslie Kelly 

Scott Adams 

Scott Hayes 

Scott Pingle 

Scott Sand 

Sentija Jovic 

Severo Quimsing 

Seymour Lobeck 

Seymour Wigler 

Sgt. F. Glenmore H. Drasher 

Sharon Davis 

Sharon McWatters 

Sharon Saylor 

Shaun Brown 

Shawn Bagley 

Shelby Kerr 

Shelly Cohen 

Sherman Klein 

Sherman Rollins 

Sherwood Cleaveland 

Shirley Ballard 

Shirley Corbett 

Shirley Corral 

Shirley Staylor 

Shizumi Higuchi 

Sigrid Frank 

Smithgroup Mid-Atlantic 

Socrates C. Antonopoulos 

Sol N. Corbin 

Solomon Soskin 

SouthEastern Michigan Area CFC 

Spencer Briney 

St. Julian Sumpter 

Stanley & Carmen Koziatek 

Stanley Au 

Stanley Hays 

Stanley Milam 

Stanley Pachla 

Stanley Zaucha 

Stephanie Galipeau 

Stephen Allen 

Stephen Cherewaty 

Stephen Connors 

Stephen Holderness 

Stephen Leach 

Stephen McCoy 

Steve & Joyce Gossman 

Steve & Lisa Eslinger 

Steve Brodie 

Steve Senne 

Steven Brook 



 
 

Steven Jarvis 

Steven Martis 

Steven Neil Colby 

Stewart Baldwin 

Stewart Fred-Norma Jean 

Stuart Lassetter 

Susan and Francis O'Reardon 

Susan Brehmer 

Susan Goldsmith 

Susan Hart 

Susan Kristol 

Susan Merryfield 

Susan Pausky 

Susan Ralston 

Susan Schooley 

Suzanne Dunbar 

Sylvester Opbroek 

Sylvia Tubman 

T. Beatrice 

T. D'Elia 

T. Everhart 

Tai Leung 

Tammy Adams 

Taylor Dulaney 

Ted Hill 

Ted Karikomi 

Teddy Ballard 

Telecom Pioneers Golden Gate Ch 138 

Telecompioneers Will 

Teresa Kohl 

Teresa Warner 

Terrell Johnson 

Terry & Barbara Lydell 

Terry Barnett 

Terry Burleson 

Terry Melvin 

Terry Strassburg 

The Armstrong Foundation 

The Chubb Corporation 

The Emblematic Company Inc. 

The Murry Agency Public Relations 

The National Christian Foundation 

Theodore Ganzos 

Theodore Lavoie 

Theodore Tannahill 

Theophilius Graham 

Theordore Hetherington 

Third Batallion Fourth Marines 

Thomas Andrews 

Thomas Bristol 

Thomas Bruder 

Thomas Carpenter 

Thomas Conley 

Thomas Connor 

Thomas Creamer 

Thomas D. Sellers 

Thomas Doolan 

Thomas E. Nowakowski 

Thomas Farris 

Thomas Gallo 

Thomas Grabowski 

Thomas Guerin 

Thomas Henry Rhoden 

Thomas Johnson 

Thomas Lee 

Thomas Norman 

Thomas Palazzi 

Thomas Peden 

Thomas Perkins 

Thomas Ponko 

Thomas Reese 

Thomas Schultz 

Thomas Stryker 

Tibby Snipes 

Tim Dore 

Timothy Adams 

Timothy Bennett 

Timothy Curtis 

Tobi Geibig 

Tom & Nancy Christensen 

Tom Atwood 

Tom Di Marcantonio 



 
 

Tom Shepeck 

Tomas Melendez 

Toy Davison 

Travis Carlson 

Troy and Lynn Abbott 

Tydvil Mocarski 

Tyler Miller Betty 

Tyler Nutter 

United States Veterans Riding Club 

VA Alumni Assoc. 

Valorie Deichler 

Van Backman 

Vance Thomas 

Velma L. Southern 

Vera Olson 

Verlin Raile 

Verna Haskin 

Vernon Quitney 

Vernon Webb 

Veronica Lefkovitz 

VFW Post 1463 - PA 

VFW Post 1902 - MN 

VFW Post 2580 - IL 

VFW Post 477 - PA 

VFW Post 5436 - OH 

VFW Post 5479 - NJ 

VFW Post 5642 - PA 

VFW Post 6570 - GA 

VFW Post 7670 - OH 

VFW Post 9943 - OH 

Vic Tise 

Vicki Whitehead 

Victor Biggs 

Victor Christie 

Victor Hymowitz 

Victor Perez 

Victor Volpi 

Vincent Chalecki 

Vincent Reed 

Violet Hockenberry 

Violet Kulbabinski 

Violet Lecuona 

Virginia Alyea 

Virginia Casey 

Virginia E. Cameron 

Virginia Hurley 

Virginia Olsen 

Virginia Pozzuoli 

Virginia Schulz 

Virginia Shehee 

Virigina Edwards 

Vito La Vigna 

Vito Palazzolo 

Vladimin Emelianov 

W. Cannon 

W. Kennedy 

W. Wareham 

W.M. Long 

Wade Ireland 

Waldemar Lelewski 

Wallace E. Stevenson 

Wallace Landin 

Walt Galer 

Walter Bach 

Walter Beebe 

Walter Crowley 

Walter Gay 

Walter Kreft 

Walter Lewis 

Walter McDonald 

Walter O'Neil 

Walter O'Neil 

Walter Terkun 

Walter Urbach 

Walter Woelper 

Walter Wojnar 

Wanita Matera 

Warren Airey 

Warren Simpkins 

Warren Stone 

Wayne & Pat Perry 

Wayne Eugene 



 
 

Wayne Rosenfeld 

Wendell Weeks 

Wendy Adams 

Wesley Hansen 

Wilbert Agens 

Wilford Daniels 

Wilfredo Tirado 

Wilgus Hayes 

William & Donna Locke 

William Abner 

William Akers 

William Andrews 

William Bashford 

William Beatty 

William Berryman 

William Brady 

William Brown 

William Brown 

William Burnette 

William Campbell 

William D. & Donna Hernandez 

William Devens 

William Devlin 

William Dillon 

William Fields 

William Fuller 

William G. Davis 

William G. Smith 

William Hackett 

William Hansen 

William Harvey 

William Hendricksen 

William Hubbard 

William Irwin 

William Kucher 

William Littleton 

William Long 

William Magee 

William Murphy 

William N. Brisley 

William Nielsen 

William P. Fields 

William Palmer 

William Phillips 

William R. Quinlan 

William Ransom 

William Reardon 

William Ritter 

William Rupert 

William Ryan 

William Schlosstein 

William Schmitt 

William Schoettle 

William Schrot 

William Silcox 

William Steineker 

William Stone 

William Sultan 

William Taylor 

William Tubbs 

William W. White 

William Weber 

William Weidner 

William Windsor 

William Young 

William Zona 

Wyatt Avery 

Y. Hill 

Yolanda Hanley 

Zedekiah Cassell 
 

 

 

 


